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Juneteenth Reading List 
This reading list was curated by librarians in Social Current’s Knowledge and Insights Center. 

The Knowledge and Insights Center specializes in reviewing and evaluating information sources 

for credibility and thoroughness and systematizing the information in a way that busy 

professionals can quickly and easily understand. 

Services include a library clearinghouse catalog with special topic collections, plus research and 

business databases containing hundreds of publications and business book summaries. 

Professional librarians can also fulfill custom reference requests.  

Access to the Knowledge and Insights Center and its skilled librarians is included in Social 

Current Engagement Packages. 

Children’s Books 
Juneteenth for Mazie – Floyd Cooper 

The Juneteenth Story: Celebrating the End of Slavery in the United States – Allilah L. Agostini 

What Is Juneteenth? – Kirsti Jewel and Who HQ 

All Different Now: Juneteenth, the First Day of Freedom – Angela Johnson 

Opal Lee and What It Means to Be Free: The True Story of the Grandmother of Juneteenth – 

Alice Faye Duncan 

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You – Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi 

The Night Before Freedom: A Juneteenth Story – Glenda Armand 

Hidden Black History: From Juneteenth to Redlining (The Fight for Black Rights) – Amanda 

Jackson Green 

Come Juneteenth – Ann Rinaldi 

Adult Books 
On Juneteenth – Annette Gordon-Reed 

Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America – Ibram X. Kendi 

1619 Project – Nikole Hannah-Jones 

Juneteenth – Ralph Ellison 

Four Hundred Souls: A Community History of African America, 1619-2019 – Edited by Ibram X. 

Kendi and Keisha N. Blain 

The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration – Isabel Wilkerson 

Envisioning Emancipation: Black Americans and the End of Slavery – Deborah Willis and Barbara 

Krauthamer 

https://www.social-current.org/engage/how-to-engage/engagement-packages/
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/23009447
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/58950819
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/673257/what-is-juneteenth-by-kirsti-jewel-illustrated-by-manuel-gutierrez/
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/All-Different-Now/Angela-Johnson/9780689873768
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/57468187-opal-lee-and-what-it-means-to-be-free
https://www.ibramxkendi.com/stampedbook
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/709708/the-night-before-freedom-by-glenda-armand-illustrated-by-corey-barksdale/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/58514789
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/100202
https://wwnorton.com/books/9781631498831
https://www.ibramxkendi.com/stamped
https://1619books.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15151.Juneteenth
https://www.ibramxkendi.com/400-souls
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/190696/the-warmth-of-other-suns-by-isabel-wilkerson/
https://tupress.temple.edu/books/envisioning-emancipation


 

social-current.org 

The Brightest Day: A Juneteenth Historical Romance Anthology – Kianna Alexander, Alyssa Cole, 

Lena Hart, and Piper Huguley 

Sweet Taste of Liberty: A True Story of Slavery and Restitution in America – W. Caleb McDaniel 

*winner of the Pulitzer Prize*  

Remembering Slavery: African Americans Talk about Their Personal Experiences of Slavery and 

Emancipation – edited by Ira Berlin, Marc Favreau, and Steven F. Miller 

How the Word is Passed: A Reckoning with the History of Slavery Across America – Clint Smith 

Articles and Blogs 
Nonprofit Organizations You Need to Check Out for Juneteenth 

Celebrating Juneteenth and Continuing to Work in Solidarity for Racial Justice, Equality, and 

Equity 

We Honor the Black Protestors Who Made Juneteenth a Federal Holiday 

Fulfilling Juneteenth: Why Many Black Americas Are Still Awaiting Emancipation After 157 

Years 

https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/25175753
http://wcaleb.org/book/sweet-taste-of-liberty
https://thenewpress.com/books/remembering-slavery
https://thenewpress.com/books/remembering-slavery
https://www.clintsmithiii.com/how-the-word-is-passed
https://www.goodera.com/blog/black-nonprofit-organizations
https://www.charities.org/news/celebrating-juneteenth-and-continuing-work-solidarity-racial-justice-equality-and-equity
https://www.charities.org/news/celebrating-juneteenth-and-continuing-work-solidarity-racial-justice-equality-and-equity
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/we-honor-the-black-protestors-who-made-juneteenth-a-federal-holiday/
http://www.milwaukeeindependent.com/john-pavlovitz/fulfilling-juneteenth-many-black-americans-still-awaiting-emancipation-157-years/
http://www.milwaukeeindependent.com/john-pavlovitz/fulfilling-juneteenth-many-black-americans-still-awaiting-emancipation-157-years/

